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Legendary blademaker John Ek (1941-'76)
intended his knives for military personnel only.
Today, they are collector treasures!

BY GARY BOYD

ohn Ek claimed
fo have produced
100,000  knives
during World War
Il, all intended for
| purchase

by Ar

tary personnel,
mid-1944 he reported that his
Hamden, Connecticut, shop,
manned by 40 handicapped
workers, was producing 5000
to 7000 knives per week, If this
wira true, to this day no other
U.S. manufacturer of privately-
purchased military knives has
ever been as prolific.

£k designed his first knives |

at his Whitney Machine Shop
in Hamden in 4, By 1841
production was in full swing
and ten different models were
offered to the various branch-
es of the military through
mallorder ads in a number of
popular  publications.  His
knives are best described as
“crude and durable” with
razor-sharp  nickel-chrome/
molybdenum blades and rock-
maple grips attached with
three poured lead rivits.,

World War Il Models

The standard World War |l
models are as follows.

Model 1 Commando. A |

spear-point single edge wi
no guard. Very popular wi
senvicernen. Often found
the Ek-produced half sheath
and the most common version
found in collections today.
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Model 2 Commando. Same
as fhe Model 1 but with a full
double edge.

Model 3 Bolo. £\ spear-point
single edge with a “bolo” style
grip. Often found in the Ek half-
sheath. Mot as widaly used as
the 1 and 2, thus somewhat rana.

Model 4 The New Guinea
Brush Knife. A Roman Gladius
style double-edged blade and
a bolo grip. Rare.

Model § Navy. Clip
inch bowie with bole grip
half or Mk-1
Medium rare.

7=
a
style sheath.

Model 6 Ranger. /. spear
point, single edge with a brass
or stee! guard. Found in both
types of sheath. Faily common.

Model 7 Jungle, Same as
the Ranger but with double-
edge e,

Model 8 Paratrooper. A 9-
inch clip point bowie with no
guard. Rare,

Model 10 Floating, ~ clip-
point bowia with an extra large
bolo style grip. Reported to
float if dropped owverboard.
Very rare,

John Ek was a super patri-
ot even by World r |l stan-
dards. Ek believed it was his
responsibility to sell knives only
to active-duty military person-
nel; thus he restricted sales
through an elaborate registra-
tions system. Each knife he |
produced was  serial num-
bered and the r red ser-
viceman's name was said to

A pair of the super-rare
Model 8 “Paratrooper” with
the original stitched sheath.

| was simj

be kept on file at the Ek com-

pany off

Serial Numbering System

Ek’s seral numbering system
ty itsell, The first

| series.

{ of

digit was a number, indicating
the model. Next came a letter
followed by numbers ranging
from 1 to 999, As an example,
sarial number 2, AZ50 indi-
sates the 250th Mode! 2 pro-
duced. Number 8, B375 indi-
cates the 1375th Model 8 and
s0 on dawn the line.

Some collectors  have
questioned whether or not all
medels carried their own num-
bering seque or e
some combined. There is
some indication, for instance,
that medels #3, #4, #5 shared
the same numbering se:
quence with onfy the modsl
number differentiating  the
The sama may be true
models #5 and #7.
Regardless, Ek's elaborate
record keeping system aiows
today's collector to establish

ic production time

h thousands of
> produced dur-
ing World War Il, each o':}
exhibits that “bench-made” or
‘custom” look. Inconsisten-
cies persist through all mod-
als. The vary earliest standard
models (other than bolo styles)
had no thong hole and a 4
1/4-inch-long grip, as com-
pared to the 5-inch grip found
on later knives. Some early
pieces have besn observed
with no skull crusher and
extended blade lengths. Grips
also were thinner, and blade
paoints were ground with a
greater taper.




The only known
example of the
WW-2 Model 11,
an Ek not shown
in any catalog.




Vietnam period
model 1's with a
typical Miami-
style sheath.

A Miami Model 1
with a typical
laced sheath.
Note that the

logo was applied

with an ink
stamp!

WW-2 Ek's (from
top) 5, 2, and 7
with an original
copy of “Your
Silent Partner.'

CGatalog/Knife Fighting Manual
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a large number of thermn probably
combat use. Ek knives were not
things of beauty to begin with and were
likefy considered tools rather than oma
ments by their awners,

2 Those Ek's that survived the rigors
of military use wera either discarded or
came home for use as hunting/fishing/gar-
dening tecls. While samurai swords ﬂr‘d

Marine stilettos were ad
cases, many Eks

were protably o
bait and digging dan-
delicns

3. There is no
hard evidence that Ek
actually  produced
100,000 knives dur-
ing World War Il. Due
to a flood in Miami
after the war, all
records were report-
edly lost. Again there

5 some question as

JESISH.
to the reliability of his |
serial numbering sequence. As an exam-
ple, the model 9 in my cellection is num-
bered P309 indicating that up to 17,000
floaters had been produced, yet this is one
of the most difficut models to find today.

Miami Operation

In 1249, John Ek moved his operation to
Miami where he continued to produce
knives for American forces during the
Korean and Vietnam Wars. Most Miami-
mate knives wera produced during the
60's and were marked John Ek Knives,
Miami, FL, by either die- or ink-stamping
ihe blades. Florida-made knives tended to
be slightly shorter, and the grips came in

either baf‘n walnut or rock maple. Many of
the WW-2 models were discontinued in
Miarmi, and their numbers were reassigned
to new models. The 1 was now the
Commando; 2, the Ranger; 3, Jungle
Combat; 4, the Jungle Combat withvhilt; 5,

““Although never
considered a thing
of beauty, an Ek
Enife could be
counted on for
durability and
simple, useful

WW-2 models
3, 4,and 5
with the so-
called “bola”
grip.

the Army Occupauoa-a- 6, the Patton
Cceupational; 7, the Survival Chopper; 8,
tha Skin Dxer. 9, the Floating; 10, the
Professional Throwing; 11, the Utility; and
12, the Pen Knife. Hamden models 1 and
2 remained the same in Florida and con-
tinued to be Ek's maost popalar shyles
among military users. Florida she
distinctive in that they

sides
John Ex Commando
on the back.

It appears that Ek
utiized the same seri-
al numbering system
in Forida as he had in
World War [l sed
on pieces obsenved, it
would  appear  that
only a limited number
of Ek knives were
made from 1349 until
Ek’s death in 1¢
Mast collectors would
agree that Miami-produced Eks are far
rmare difficult to find than those produced
during World War Il. My own collect
tains a Miami Model 3 mam
1870¢71 (according to Gary Ek) with a seri-
al number suggesting that at the late date
less than 500 of this popular model had
been produced. Other low seral nurml
observed seam to confirm limited produe
tion of all Mismi military-style modsis.

John Ek was truty an American patriot,
and his classic knives served thousands
of senvicemen through three wars over a
span of 35 years, Although never consid-
erad a thing of beauty, an Ek knife could
be counted on for durability and simple,
useful design,

As Ek once commented, *How pretty
does a knife have to be to kill someone?”
Whether considered a weapon or just
another useful tool, Ek knives are leg-
endany and the pride of many military knife
collections. TH

We have tactical knives!

Al Mar, Benchmade, Carson, Cartar, Cold
Stoal, Crawtord, EK, Elishawitz, Emerson,
Gatber Gilbreath, Ka-Bar, Mad Dog,
MicroTech, Randall, Reave, SOG, Spyderco,
| Terzuola, Timberline, and much mona.

Send $3.00 for color photos and list,

Arizona Custom Knives
| ule | Jay and Karen Sadow
i U 8617 East Clydesdale
Scoftsdale, AZ 85258
| £02- 951-0693

Do you own & Randall?
You own the greatest knife

made. Why settle for less than
the greatest sheath?

Dozier
ydex
Sheaths

For Randall, Cold
Steel, Busse,
Blackjack, and most
other custom and
production made
knives.

Prices range from
$36-$50 for 4" to 8"
blade, (will quote for
langer sizes).

Call or write for

| | mors Information:
Bob Dosler,

| Enifamaksr
P.0. Box 1841

| Bpringdale,

| Arkansas 72788
|

Fhone: 801-786-0085
Fax: 801-756-8139
Sand $2 for color knifs and sheath brochure
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