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'Ek Knife Variations

by Harvey Reisberg
To date, there has not
been a great deal written
about varieties of Ek World
War 1II era knives.

Collectors of Ek knives are
well aware of the more com-
mon ones; namely, numbers

one, two, five and six. There
are some really outstanding
photographs in Robert
Burlein’s book entitled,
“Allied Military Fighting
Knives and the Men That
Made Them Famous”.

A question to be asked of

Photograph #1

most collectors would be,
“Have you considered some
of the companion items
associated with the World
War II Ek knives?”... for
example, there are small
promotional booklets (print-
ed circa WWII), original
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FIGHT'N ROOSTER CLUB KN}UF}E

. Gunstock Cotton Sampler

In keeping with the Fightn Rooster tradition, we are mtreducmg as thc Number 11989 club knie a beauti-
ful 3-1/2" gunstock cotton sampler. Due to the shortage of fine quality mother of pcad members will have a
choice in handles on this club knife. Only two hundred will be produccd in genuine pearl and four-hundred
in genuine stag and will be serially numbered accordingly.

You may purchase either the stag, the pearl or both. If you ordcr now, you can have matched sérial num-
bers on the pair until the first two hundred are sold out. Both the stag and pearf will have shiels. match strik-
er pulls, and a beautiful three-color etching, Retail on the pearl is $130.00 with meniher cost of $65.00. Retail
on the stag is $78.00 with member cost of $39.00.

You must be a member of the International Fight'n Rooster Club to get the membe discount price. Ifyou
are not a member and would like to join you may send $5.00 to:

INTERNATIONAL

FIGHT'N ROOSTER CLUB
PO Box 9236, Lebanon, TN 37087

Members receive a wallet card, certificate for wall hanging, free banquet, and a monthly newsletter.
Members also receive a thirty percent discount on knife purchases.

boxes, photographs, pre-war
knives and a very special
category, “re-handled EK
Knives.” Wait a minute, I
have forgotten the elusive

. John Ek throwing knives

and the sheaths
housed all of his blades.
- The only original boxes

that

- that I have been able to

obtain are constructed of
tan colored cardboard (see
photograph 1) that measure
14 inches long by 2.75 inch-
es wide by 1.13 inches high.
One box was hand stamped
in block letters: “John Ek
COMMANDO KNIVES
Manufactured By

Authorization Of The WAR

PRODUCTION BOARD”
and the other one had been
preprinted to read: “JOHN
EK COMMANDO KENIFE

The Original Registered

Fighting and Utility Knife

- Manufactured i By

Permission Of The War
‘Board

Conn., US.A”

These two boxes were
obtained with early Model
#1 knives (manufactured
without the now common
wrist thong holes). These
are the only WWII knives

‘that I have personally

observed with the original
boxes.

Another item -that

~ seemed to get lost quite

often is the small advertis-

. ing booklet that described

all of the then available

Blades,

Turkish Damascus.

' Send $3.00
For Catalog

METAL - )
F!NISHING PRODUCTS
Buﬂars Belt Grinders, Band
Saws, Buffs, Compounds, Abrasive
Belts, Micarta, Exotic Woods, Books,
Rivets, Pinning Materials, Bar
Stock, K & G Bluing Salts, and new

knives (circa 1942)... I was
fortunate to obtain an origi-
nal in absolutely mint con- |
dition at a flea market but

not for flea market prices. 1

had passed this item up

twice before only due to the

high asking price. Alas, 1

had never even seen one, let

alone one in mint condition.

I decided that I was indeed

fortunate and should have

it for my collection.

Throwing caution to the

wind I purchased it... cur-

rently, you can get one free

(a re-print from the New

John Ek Commando Knife

Company) with the pur-

chase of a NEW John Ek

Commando Knife.

Well, another rather dif-
ficult piece of steel to locate
is the John Ek throwing
knives. The two shown in
photograph 2 were obtained
from John Ek personally (as
this story goes) and were

.supposedly prototypes.

They are unusual in the
fact that they are not num-
bered nor do they bear any
manufacturers’ markings.
As a collector, I have exam-
ined them rather closely
and I am of the opinion that
they are authentic. They
are 9 inches and 8.75 inches
respectively.

As someone once said,
“Diamonds are forever but
wood is not”....this is very
true when it comes to heavy
usage of Bk knives. I am

Continued on page 15
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sure that after WWII many
of the Ek knives were used

as hunting. and fishing

knives thus being subjected
to very hard use. Although
uncomfortable and tough to
use, people generally make
use of what is readily avail-
able in order to cut bait.
Handles rotted when sub-
jected to abuse of water
both salt and fresh water.
Therefore many individuals
either re-handled these
knives themselves or had
them professionally refur-
bished. The two shown in

photograph 3 were profes-
sionally re-handled. The
first one is a Model #6 and

has been re-handled using

black micarta, three brass
pins to attach the micarta
and a brass guard. The
dimensions of this knife are
12.31 inches overall length.
I cannot ascertain whether
or not this is a recent “job”
but my guess is that it is
(within the last 10 years).
The other knife has been re-
handled in stag with a
fancy butt cap on the metal
butt protrusion. It is a

Continued on page 16

Photograph #3

NEW YORK
custom
KNIFE SHOW

4 IS PRESENTED BY Al
COLLECTIBLE ENTERTAINMENT INC.: The Knife
JOSEPH MANGJAIRACINAFPAUL TAUSIG Man's First Tool, Now a Major
American Art.Form.

practical and an excellent investment (as

discussed in ESQUIRE, The Wall Street Journal,
Forbes, Playboy and other Major National
Publications).

Don’'t Miss

The opportunity to see, handle, and buy the ultimate in
“handmade (handcrafted) knives from OVER 100 WORLD
FAMOUS KNIFEMAKERS ENGRAVERS SCRIMSHANDERS AND

FACTORIES.

12 NOON-8 P.M. FF\‘J'DAY.'NOV. 17th
10 A.M.-6 P.M. SATURDAY, NOV. 18th
10 A.M.-3 P.M. SUNDAY, NOV. 19th

THE ROOSEVELT HOTEL
Madlson Ave. at 45th Street’ New York, N.Y. 10017

- 212-661-9600
FOR TABLE AND SHOW INFORMATION — CALL: (516) 781 -5515 Or 829- 6490

Other Guild Sanction Shows
Knifemakers Guild Show

BI._a‘de Super Show California Custom Knife Show

May 19-21 : July 28-30 ts Oct. 20-22
Knoxville Convention Center Marriott Convention Cenler Sheraton-Anaheim Hotel
Knoxville, TN Orlando, FL Anaheim, CA

Blade Ma_gaz_ine 1615) 894-0328 Frank Centofante (813) 961-0637 .Dan Delavan (714) 964-0816 r ‘
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‘model #7 with the ongmal
cross guard used. The stag
is exceptional in that it is
quite old and shows its age
beautifully. The overall
length is 11.25 inches. Both.
of these knives are stamped
John Ek Commando Knife
Co. with the Hamden,

"~ 'Conn. address and are seri-

al numbered. .
Another John Ek knife
that I have purchased is a

_clip pointed knife that has

no serial number nor is it
shown in any of the
research books. The gentle-
man that I purchased it
from claimed that he had

Photngmph #5

_'purchased it “NEW” in late ,’

1941 or early 1942 and it is
legitimate. I really could not .
say when John Ek went to
serial numbering knives but -

this is the second one that I
have minus the number and
it does have the Ek logo and
the original sheath.

Continued on page 17
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l 1 The knife pictured above was made for me by the late Pete Heath
L = in or about 1970. In a weak moment at some distant time, I sold it,
I - and I've regretted it ever since. If you currently own this knife or
o know of its whereabouts, I'd like to have it back, and I'd pay.
more for it than it's probably worth. If you can help me out, write
# giving full description.
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Original sheaths are
another difficult item to

find due to the very poor

quality of the leather. Many
Ek knives were discarded
after the war and if the
sheaths survived then they.
were discarded also. I would
guess that due to the flimsy
thin leather used they (the
sheaths) just disintegrated
in any type of battle condi-
tions. No more discussion
on quality because they are

what they are. To the best -

of my knowledge there were
three types of sheaths:

1) The first was real com- -
one thickness of

mon...
leather with rivets at stress
points (7) and a keeper

strap that snaps around the

~wood grip. (see photograph
4). i

..2) The secona.type is

similar to the first in that it

also has one thickness of.

leather but only two rivets

at the top of the sheath at

the blade entry point. It has
no keeper strap. This
sheath (as seen in photo-
graph 5) was obtained with
real early Ek knives. The
knives do not have the wrist
thong hole in the upper
handle scales. -

'3) The third type has no .

leather extension above the
sheath body. There is a
piece of leather loop sewed
on the reverse of the scab-
bard. They are shown re-
enforced with four rivets for
strength and then again
with no rivets (see pho-
tographs 5 and 6
respectively).

All other sheaths shown
in the photographs other
than the ones described are

custom made for the partic-
ular knives and require no
description. 3

complete if I failed to
address the current manu-
factured John Ek Knives.

. Most collectors of the WWII

Ek knives are aware of the
company, named, The John
Ek Commando _
Company, owned by other
than the EK family. The

new knives are indeed a.

quality knife that will serve
a combat . soldier well.
Basically, there are two
blade types and the main
differences between models

is based on specific handle
(grip) material and whether -
‘or not a cross. guard is

included. Additionally, you
can choose between a

. leather sheath '(brown or

black) or a nylon sheath.
The sheaths are very well
constructed of high quality
material.

Getting back to the
blades of the current Ek
knives, they are either dou-

ble or single edged of high

quality and razor sharp.
The handle materials are
wood, micarta and nylon
parachute cord. All knives
are secured with either one
or two keeper straps over
the handle and secured by a
velero fastener.

Additionally, the logo has

been changed and modern-
ized. St

This new innovative com-
pany has seen fit to jump on

the club bandwagon and

has formed an EK COM-
MANDO KNIFE COLLEC-
TORS CLUB. Membership
ig free if you purchase an
Ek knife, or you may con-

Knifemaker

ROBERT ], WHITE

Route 1, Gilson, IL 61436

W

Brochure $1.00
(309)-289-4487

This article would "n;)t be

Knife

tribute an article to their:

newsletter or pay a five dol-
lar membership fee. You can

- purchase an Ek cap, patch,
. T-shirt and get advanced

information on newly pro-
duced knives.
Additionally, as we all
know, when a particular
knife maker becomes popu-
lar with collectors out of the
woodwork comes the nefari-
ous quick profit artist...
beware of fake Ek WWII
knives. I have seen two for
sale and may 'have pur-
chased one that I initially
couldn’t spot nor could the

‘collector that I purchased it

from. I really want to
believe that it is legitimate

_but I am not sure... when in

doubt, I label it “FAKE”

until proven otherwise. This

knife appears to be a # 1
and can be seen in photo-
graph 5 and is the first
knife from the left. It is not
marked John Ek anywhere
on the blade... conforms to
general dimension specifica-
tions and has poured lead
rivets. If it is legitimate

‘then it is very early Ek..
Please beware of the “FAK-

ERS”.

Photograph #6

As a final word on Ek;"
evidently, John has a son
named Gary who may or

‘may not have followed in

his father’s footsteps. I
haven’t heard anything
about this gentleman but I
did come across a knife belt
buckle with his name
inscribed on it. See photo-
graph 2 for a glimpse. Did
he manufacture this belt-
buckle knife? Did he pur-
chase it and scratch his
name on it? Your guess is as
good as mine.

. Note: All photographs by
Jack Goldstein.

CALIFORNIA

ISV

KNIFE SHOW

~ American Alrlines o

" Sanctioned by the knifemakers Guild

i .Sheraton-AnaheimHotel
1015 West Ball Road, Anaheim, CA 92802

- October 20,21,22,
' Friday I-8 Saturday 10-6 Sunday 10-4
- Admission: | day pass $6, 3 djy pass $I5

One hundred and twenty five of America’s finest knifemakers will be
only major west coast show. This Is your opportunity to purchase and view some of the finest knives ever
. made. The finest in hunting and fishing knives, also art knives for collectors. Knifemakers who have made
knives for movies will also have them for display. If you are a sporisman, this is your chance to get the
finest hunting, fishing, or pocketknives avallable. If you collect art this will be a unique experience for you.
. Scrimshanders. engravers and suppliers will also be exhibiting. : ;
IFyou wish to stay at the Sheraton Anaheim Hotel. call 714-778-700 and ask for these show rates:
$59 Single, $64 double, $69 Triple
ffers you an exclusive "Meeting Saver Fare™ to the show plus other services.
Call 1-800-433-1790. Ask for Star File #5-12218.
Tables available for Knifemakers and Scrimshanders
Send self addressed stamped envelope for free show program (available in

ry, South Coas! Plaza, CostaMesa, CA 92626, (714)-964-0816

ring their work for sale in the

September) to:

* PlazaCutl
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